8/12/91 


Ms. Keg Greenfield, editorial page editor 
Washington Post 
1150 15 St., MU 
Washington, D.C. 20u71 

Dear Ms. Greenfield, 

This is not intended for publication but for the information and perhaps understanding 
of those of you younger than I who did not live through what I did. 

Today's letters captioned "Who Planned Pearl harbor" address only military thinking. 
What the Japanese did there and elsewhere at that time not only could have been anticipated 
on the basis of political thinking - reVerse Clausewitz, war as an extension of politics 
by other means - I did predict it, three times. 

The last of these three times was when I was Washington correspondent for what then 
was the third-largest picture magzine, Click . The article, illuminated by a map of the 
area, appeared less than three months before Pearl Harbor. 

p\f first prediction was when I was rather young, a reporter for the Wilmington (Del) 
Morning Mews, and I wrote it for the Wilmington Sunday Star. 

I then was also a contributor to the syndicated weekly of the old Philadelphia ledger. 
It distributed my greatly condensed article based on what I wrote for the Star. 

Tfrte morning after Pearl Harbor I gave my months of research to a dear friend, Kathryn 
C. (Casey) Blackburn, the/second to Lowell Mellett l^also a friend) in what I think then 
■as known as the Office of Government Reports. Having nothing else, they made use if it. 

My interest in what the Japanese were up to was generated by an older friend, Artemy 
A. Horvath, a refngee from the Russian revolution. He was a chemist who fled east and be- 
fore coming here *as, as a renowned expert on soy beans, the equivalent of an undersecre- 
tary of agriculture in the Chinese government. 

His brother, a mathematician , fled westward. In Berlin he was a friend of Albert Ein- 
stein. 

I recall only one error in that Slick article. I predicted a Japanese attack along the 
Amur Riyer border between ri anehuria and Siberia. 

By accident I learned about the attack on Pearl Harbor early that afternoon, Washing- 
ton time. I drove a visiting sister-in-law out to Rational Airport, where she had a friend 
who was a meteaiorologist. He came out to my car ashen and shocked. The government had not 
yet announced that attack but word had passed from one airport tower to another rather zsx 
raj$ily. 

On the official level, thefe was advance knowledge and warning that J. Edgar hoover 
got and ignored. He was informed by British intelligence and by a U.D. double-sgent, Dushko 
Popov. I believe •‘■opov nay still bo alive. 

Sincerely, 

Harold Weisberg 
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